
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 8, 4TH NOVEMBER 2016  
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Some of you may have seen the article in the Manchester Evening News on Saturday about a car being 
set alight in a car park under a block of flats where Mr and Mrs Sealy (Form Tutors of 7CSE and 9DSE 
respectively).   Because they quickly realised what had happened, called for help and alerted their 
neighbours when the fire started spreading, everyone got out safely and only one person suffered smoke 
inhalation.  Without their rapid response, it could have been so much worse.  Well done both of you! 
 
GCSE GRADES ARE CHANGING 

GCSEs in England are being reformed and will be graded with a new scale from 9 to 1, with 9 being the 
highest grade. English Literature, English Language and maths will be the first subjects to be graded in this 
way from August 2017.  The subjects with the highest numbers of candidates (e.g. Arts, Humanities, and 
Languages) will follow in 2018 and most others in 2019.  This is happening as GCSEs are being reformed 
to make them more challenging, to keep pace with employers’ and universities’ demands. 

In the first year each new GCSE subject is introduced, students who would have got a grade C or better 
will get a grade 4 or better.  Students who would have got a Grade A or better will get a 7 or better in the 
first year.  Grade 9 will be more difficult to achieve than a grade A*.  The extra top grade will also make it 
easier for employers and universities to distinguish between the most able students. 
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Exams in reformed English Language, English Literature and Maths GCSE will be taken for the first time in 
2017.  These will be graded from 9 to 1 instead of A* to G. 

 Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a Grade 4 and above as currently achieve a Grade 
C and above; 

 Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a Grade 7 and above as currently achieve a Grade 
A and above; 
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 Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a Grade 1 and above as currently achieve a Grade 
G and above. 

Year 10 

As well as English Literature, English Language and Maths, Year 10 students have started studying the new 
GCSEs, graded 9-1, in the following subjects and will sit the exams in 2018.   

 Ancient Languages 

 Art & Design 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Citizenship Studies 

 Computer Science 

 Dance 

 Double Science 

 Drama 

 Food Preparation & Nutrition 

 Geography 

 History 

 Modern Foreign Languages 

 Music 

 Physical Education 

 Physics 

 Religious Studies 

Year 9 

Year 9 will start studying the new GCSEs in 2018, sitting the exams in 2019.  As well as the subjects listed 
above, the reformed GCSEs will include: 

 Ancient History 

 Astronomy 

 Business 

 Classical Civilisation 

 Design & Technology 

 Economics 

 Electronics 

 Engineering 

 Film Studies 

 Geology 

 Media Studies 

 Psychology 

 Sociology 

 Statistics 

* NB: subjects in italics are not currently taught at Manchester Academy 

Please be assured that in keeping with United Learning’s motto “The Best in Everyone”, Manchester 
Academy will ensure your child has the best possible preparation for all their exams. 
 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP ACCREDITATION 

Manchester Academy now offers selected students the opportunity to take part in Student Leadership 
Accreditation.  This is what the course involves: 

Step 1 – Reflect Current Position 

Think about each of the ten strands – Commitment, Organisation, Communication, Accountable, Role 
Model, Helping Others, Working with the Community, Team Player, Presenting, Being Reflective 

Step 2 – Collect Evidence and Write Supporting Statements 

At least one piece of evidence for each strand.  The evidence could be anything: screenshots from the 
web, letters or e-mails, photos, stills from videos, certificates, meeting agendas or minutes, PowerPoint 
slides, etc. 

Step 3 – Moderate 

Each student’s portfolio will be given to another student to check and they will get someone else’s.  When 
moderating the portfolio they should ask two questions: 

1. Does the work they are doing reflect the skills needed for that level? 
2. Does the evidence provided, along with the supporting statement, explain this clearly enough? 

Each of the ten strands are divided into three levels: Developing (Bronze); Extending (Silver); Transforming 
and Leading (Gold).  All this involves some deep thinking and hard work, but we know our students are 
more than capable and look forward to seeing them shine. 
 
 
 
 
 



SCHOOL GARDENING AWARDS 

In September, four Year 8 students: Dillon, Connor, Darius and Thomas, starting working on the school’s 
allotment.  They are working to achieve a School Gardening Award from the Royal Horticultural Society.  
This consists of five levels and all four have already successfully completed Level One and are now working 
towards Level 2.   

We are very proud of them and wish them every success in achieving further levels of their qualification 
during the coming year.  We are also pleased to note that our allotment has gone from overgrown and 
sad to immaculate and thriving – well done! 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr A Griffin 
Principal 
 


